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Sample Review Articles
The Professional Communications Project for this course will consist of a paper and a
class presentation. Both communications should be organized along the lines of a review
article. A review article introduces a subject to a neophyte. It provides an overview of the
subject and recommends areas for future exploration or action.
The following citations refer to review articles to give you an idea of what a review
article looks like in the professional literature. Yours will differ in an important ways as
outlined in the syllabus. Most importantly, your overall structure will follow the
Background, Methods, Results, and Conclusion format while addressing the specific
questions posed in the syllabus. Most questions of these posed questions will be
addressed in the Results section of your paper and presentation.
Some of these examples below are systematic review articles, which tend to include
literature searches that are more rigorous and exhaustive than what your paper and
presentation are supposed to accomplish. Systematic reviews resemble your
Communications Project in one important way: the literature search should be described
in a transparent, scientific manner-- so that any reader can replicate your search strategies
on the basis of your descriptive text alone-- in order to identify the same information
resources such as journal articles and websites.
Angel JL, Angel RJ. Minority group status and healthful aging: social structure still
matters. Am J Public Health. 2006 Jul;96(7):1152-9. Epub 2006 May 30.
Aragon TJ, Ulrich S, Fernyak S, Rutherford GW. Risks of serious complications and
death from smallpox vaccination: a systematic review of the United States experience,
1963-1968. BMC Public Health. 2003 Aug 11;3:26.
Beach MC, Gary TL, Price EG, Robinson K, Gozu A, Palacio A, Smarth C, Jenckes M,
Feuerstein C, Bass EB, Powe NR, Cooper LA. Improving health care quality for
racial/ethnic minorities: a systematic review of the best evidence regarding provider and
organization interventions. BMC Public Health. 2006 Apr 24;6:104.
Bortz WM. Biological basis of determinants of health. Am J Public Health. 2005
Mar;95(3):389-92.
Fisher EB, Brownson CA, O'Toole ML, Shetty G, Anwuri VV, Glasgow RE. Ecological
approaches to self-management: the case of diabetes. Am J Public Health. 2005
Sep;95(9):1523-35. Epub 2005 Jul 28.

Frieden TR, Blakeman DE. The dirty dozen: 12 myths that undermine tobacco control.
Am J Public Health. 2005 Sep;95(9):1500-5. Epub 2005 Jul 28.
Jajosky RA, Groseclose SL. Evaluation of reporting timeliness of public health
surveillance systems for infectious diseases. BMC Public Health. 2004 Jul 26;4:29.
Krimsky S. The weight of scientific evidence in policy and law. Am J Public Health.
2005;95 Suppl 1:S129-36.
Meadows E, Le Saux N. A systematic review of the effectiveness of antimicrobial rinsefree hand sanitizers for prevention of illness-related absenteeism in elementary school
children. BMC Public Health. 2004 Nov 1;4:50.
Restum ZG. Public health implications of substandard correctional health care. Am J
Public Health. 2005 Oct;95(10):1689-91.
This handout only lists some recent samples. Many other samples can be found in the
public health literature. These samples should not be viewed literally as models for the
Professional Communications Project. Instead, these samples serve as real-world
counterparts to each group’s deliverable on the Professional Communications Project.
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